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The son was a typical psychasthenic neurotic, a woman-
hater who seriously planned never to marry, meanwhile
clinging to his mother in the,most sentimental way.
The third daughter accepted an offer of marriage, then
instantly fell into a very peculiar state of mental confusion
with hallucinations. When, six weeks later, she came out
of this state she decided to marry another man whom she
already knew. Several months later she married this second
man, and thereupon immediately fell in love with her
husband's best friend. He felt it, resisted the fact, and
avoided being alone with her. But on one occasion, finding
herself alone with him, she asked him to kiss her. Instead,
he rather awkwardly made for the door, and escaped. There-
upon she immediately became insane and had to be confined
in an asylum, where she remained for two years.
I was professionally engaged upon all four cases. The
history of every case pointed back unmistakably to a'secret
of the" mother. Eventually I learned the mother's story,
When she was a young wife she fell in love with her husband's
best friend, and he fell in love with her. They never confessed
their love to each other, but kept at a safe and irreproachable
distance. Thus it came about that the friend remained a
bachelor and she remained with her husband, staying mainly
for the sake of the children. Naturally such a .condition,
could not fail to create a very morbid atmosphere in the home ;
and nothing influences children more than such background
facts, of which no word is ever spoken. They have an
absolutely contagious effect upon the attitude of the children.
In this example the daughters imitated the mother's attitude
unconsciously, while the son compensated it by remaining,
as it were, an unconscious lover, with a compensatory conscious
contempt of women.
You can realize that, in actual practice, it is not quite
simple to deal with such cases.   It would be a great mistake
.   fo assume that a merely intellectual enlightenment could
relieve- the situation.   There is no technique that could

